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which is equivalent to A. D. 523, if in the Vikrama era, or A, D.
658, if'in the Saka era. Colonel Tod has adopted the former;
but as Hwen Thsang visited Balabhi in A. D. 640, the date
must clearly be referred to the later era of Saka. If the state-
ment is correct, we may refer the capture of Balabhi to Raja
Govinda of Baroda copper-plate inscription, who is recorded to
have re-established the old family* as well as the old name of
the former kingdom of Saurashtra. As he was the great-grand-
father of the grandfather of Karka Raja, who was reigning in
A. D. 812, his own accession mast have taken place in the third
quarter of the seventh century, that is, between A. D. 650 and
675, which agrees with the actual date of A. D. 658, assigned
by the native historians for the destruction of Balabhi, and the
extinction Of the Balabhi sovereignty in the peninsula of
Gujarat.

About a century after their expulsion from Balabhi the
representative of the Balabhis, named Bap pa or Vappaka,
founded a new kingdom at Chitor, and his son Guhila, or
Guhdditya, gave to his tribe the new name of Guhil&wat, or
Gahilot, by which they are still known. About the same time1
a chief of the Chaura tribe, named Ban Raja, or the "Jangal
Lord/'founded a city on the bank of the Saraswati, about
seventy miles to the south-west of Mount Abu, called Analw&ra
Pattan, which soon became the most famous place in in West-
ern India. Somewhat earlier, or about A. D. 720, Krishna, the
Pahlava prince of the peninsula, built the fort of Eldpwa, the
beauty of which, according to the inscription, astonished the
immortals. In it he established an image of Siva adorned with
the crescent. Following this clue I incline to identify El&pwra
with the famous city of Somndth, which, as the capital of the
peninsula, was usually called Pattan Somnftth. According to
Postans9 the old "city of Pattan" is built upon a projection of

L   'Ayin Akbari/ ii. 73.   Abul Fazl gives Saxavat 802. or A. D. 745,
if referred to the era of Vikramaditya.
*.   Jonrn, Asia! See. Bengal, 1888, p. 866.